
St John and St James CoE Primary School 
Home Learning Overview – Year 5 – Spring 1 

Reading:   
Please read 5x a week at home and fill in your reading record with the following details: date, title of 
book, author, pages read and a short summary of what you read. 
 
Reading Records are checked by an adult daily. 
As soon as a child has finished a book, they complete an Accelerated Reader Comprehension quiz 
about it in school and then change their book. 
 
Help your child with their comprehension of the text by asking comprehension questions outlined 
below: 
Prediction:  

1. What is the title of this text? Who is the author? Have you read any books by this author 
before? 

2. Based on the cover, what do you predict this book will be about? 
3. What do you predict will happen next in the text? Why? 

 
Retrieval:  

1. Who is… What is… Where is… How is…When did…? 
 
Vocabulary: 

1. What do the words… suggest about this character/setting? 
2. What does … mean? 
3. Which word tells you that …? 
4. Find one word in the text, which means… 
5. Find a word of phrase that suggests… 

 
Inference: 

1. How do you think this character is feeling? How do you know? 
2. What word would you use to describe this character? Why? 
3. Find and copy a group of words, which show that… 
4. What impression of… (a character) do you get from this paragraph? 

 
Summarise: 

1. Can you summarise what you have read so far? 
2. What happened after? What happened before? 

Spelling: 
These are the spellings that you 

will learn each week in 
preparation for a spelling test the 

following week. Please practise 
these words for 10 minutes each 
evening, using the Spelling Shed 

website to help you. 

Week 1 
refer, referring, referred, 

reference, co-ordinate, re-
examine, referee, referral, 

identity, immediate 

Week 2 
transfer, transferring, transferred, 
transference, co-author, re-enter, 

differ, differed, individual, 
language 

Week 3 
prefer, preferring, preferred, 
preference, co-own, re-elect, 

suffer, suffered, lightning, leisure 

Week 4 
confer, conferring, conferred, 
conference, co-operate, re-

escape, pilfer, pilfered, muscle, 
necessary 

Week 5 
field, fierce, ceiling, species, 

society, protein, perceive, diesel, 
neighbour, nuisance 

Week 6 
chief, pierce, receive, fancies, 

ancient, caffeine, receiver, 
hygiene, occupy, occur 

Humanities and Science: 
Ask your child the questions below each week of this half term to reflect on their learning. The 
knowledge organisers to support with this half term’s topics in Humanities and Science can be found 
on Google Classroom and the school website.  
 
Week 1 
Humanities: When did The Ancient Greeks exist in history? 
Science:  What is a solid, liquid and gas? 
Week 2 
Humanities: What were the Ancient Greek city-states? Name 3 different ones. 
Science:  Compare and contrast the properties of the following materials: plastic, glass and wood. 
Week 3 
Humanities: Give three facts you have learnt about the ancient city of Troy. 
Science: What is a thermal conductor and insulator? 
Week 4 
Humanities: Why did the city-states go to war? 
Science: What is an electrical conductor and insulator? 
Week 5 
Humanities: What is democracy? 
Science: What does soluble and insoluble mean? 
Week 6 
Humanities: What was the role of women in Ancient Greece? 
Science:  Is it possible to recover a substance once it has dissolved in water? How? 

Maths:  
Practise your times tables daily 
using the Timestables Rockstars 
App. 
 
Each week, you will receive a 
series of questions on the 
Mathletics app based on last 
week’s maths learning.  
 
If your child gets a question 
wrong, they will be provided with 
an explanation for how to correct 
their mistake and an opportunity 
to practise again.  
 
There is also an option to 
complete a worksheet to 
consolidate the previous week’s 
maths learning. This will be 
uploaded each week to Google 
Classroom, as well as the answers, 
so you can self-mark the work. If 
your child needs a recap of the 
strategies used in class, there is 



also a video tutorial provided on 
Google Classroom. 

 


